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6 August 1959

ACTIVITIES OF THE CRITICAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMITIEE

l. The Critical Communications Ccmpittee wes established in
early 1958 as an Ad Hoc Intez'ég;emy group chorged with the responsibili‘«%y"
of defiping critical ihtelligezme, ata'bing the requiremsenis for such
intelligencee in terms of the sveas from which 1t might be anticipated,
the expected volume, and the timeliness which various {ypes of critical
intelligence must be received. The Commities was also charged with
recommending arrang{;éments for the selection of critical intelligence
and the designation of relstive priocrity for its transmission.

2. The Comnitiee wes made up o.:f representatives ol State, Defense,
Army, Navy, Alr Fb?cé;'Jbint Staff, BSA, CIA snd included representatives
of intelligence re@orting and comnunications szctivities in each agency.

3. The Committee submitted a report to the IAC on 29 April 1958. ‘
Thie report aund its recommendetlons were appicved by the IAC. The report
included a definition of criticel intelligence.

"Critical intelligence is informaticn irndicatirg a situaticn
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or pertaining to a sliuvetion which sifects the gecurity or

interests of the United States to such en extent that it may
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require the immediate sttention of the Fresident."
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8[1: also includzd a 1ist of those items of criticsl inteliigence which |
ehou}.ci be reported in 10 minutes or less and & list of those items of
criﬁical intelligence which should be reported in 1 howr or lees. Tas
reﬁort farther lizted variocus points in the world from vhich such
intelligence might we expected.
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b, Other sctions taken as a vesult of the Camittee's work were
the establishment of the Commitiee as & permenent Commi ttee of the JAC
and the issuance of & DCID concerning the handling of critical intelli-
gence. The DCID chsrges. the TAC to monitor the system for veporting
the critlcal intelligence and to initiate proper section to reorient
the system vhere necessary and to correct such sbuses as mey be discovera
ed. These responsibilities have been carried out on behalf of the
USIB by the Critical Cammnicetions Commltice.

5. Duvring the time the Comuittee's initiel repori: was being

prepared the RSC fssued an intelligence dirsctive (NSCID Ne. T)
eppolnting the Secretary of Defense as executive agent for the trens-
mission of critical 1ntelligem;@. The comrunications sutherities of
Pepartment ¢f Defense prepered a plen for the creation of & cammnications
system for the transmission of critical intelliigence. It was anticipated
that 1t would take several yesrs to implement this plan fully. In
the interim however, the Committee decided to praoceed with the estebliish-
went of & syctem Yor the idepitification and reporting of critical 29X
intelligence. It wes felt that the mere establistment »F such s sysiem

would achieve coaslderable cavings of time in transmiscion through the

stresmlining of proceduraes.
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